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Views from the middle of the [agility] ring

In my opinion, being ajudge makes you a better handler and
instructor. Y ou have the best seat in the house, and you're getting
paid to watch. With that, here are some observations that mi ght
help you in your training and trialing career.

1. Nobody remembers who took second in 16" Jumpers two
weeks ago (except maybe the handler who did it); everybody re-
members who was ajerk to their dog/other competitors/the judge
two years ago. Y our reputation precedes you, and remains after
you're gone.

2. | seetoo many people sacrificing their bond with their dog for
a$2 ribbon.

3. Don't make a course harder than it really is. That reverse-flow
pivot you learned at that seminar isreally neat, but it's probably
not needed on a Starter's course. Use the appropriate tool for the
job.

4. Don't be afraid to run your own course. Don't watch what oth-
ers do when walking and feel you haveto do it that way. Listen
to your friends suggestions, but don't feel you have to use them,
even if your friend isalso your instructor. Y ou know your dog
better than anyone else. Don't be afraid to experiment, especially
on non-titling runs.

5. Never, ever stick your dog intheir crateright after their run.
Take a quick walk with them, cool them down, |et them play a
little ball. They did the best they could for you; treat them like a
teammate, not atool. If you're running two dogs back to back,
have someone hold the first dog, finish your second run, and take
them both to celebrate, family-style.

6. Learn to read your dog's body language (hell, learn to read any
dog's body language). | can't tell you how many times I've seen a

dog not doing the down on the table, the handler screaming at the
dog, and the dog turning their head and yawning. | seethe
message right away. "Hey, | know you're the boss, I'mjust not
comfortable or can't understand what you're asking. Please calm
down." Too often, the handler doesn't get the message.

7. Just about every time you blame your dog for something on
course, asajudge | see something you did that caused the behav-
ior. Chances are very good you caused the mistake.

8. Calm down when you're running. People do things out there
you'd never see when they aretraining. If you miss ajump, don't
ask the dog to jumpit fromright infront. Givethem alittle
room. Don't ask your dog to try and climb the A-Frame starting
from the side of the obstacle. If your dog misses the entrance to
the polestwicein arow, take two steps to theright and try again.
If it ain't working, take a breath and step back. Taking those few
steps back arelikely to get you on your way again.

9. Set goasfor each run, and don't exceed your goal without
celebrating the goal in the first place. How many times have you
seen a handler go into the ring saying "if we can do the poles, I'll
be so happy", get out there, ace the poles, messup ajump on the
way out, and be disappointed? What message has been sent to
the

dog? "Wdll, you did the poles, which you've never done before,
but damn you, you dropped a bar!" Kinda givesthat dog a good
reason to do the poles again, huh?

10. I would trade every title, every ribbon, every award my dog
Bettsand | ever earned for one more sunny day at atrial and one
more Jumpers run with her. She was that much fun, and she was
that much a part of me. Celebrate every day with your dog. Cele-
brate the victories, and laugh off the mistakes. Y our time with
them isvery short, and they have so much to teach you. Carpe
diem!

Thisisn't adog event post, but | thought it important enough to pass onto all dog owners. This was received from John Cargill, who
frequently writes for Dog World magazi ne. About the new CNN poll regarding dog ownership.

Hewrites: "We will now see what happensin the poll. If the dog groups cannot mobilize their peopleto vote on line, then all islost.
We can kiss off ownership of dogs in afew years as more and more breeds become banned. It won't just be small dogs. Dogs as small
as Pomeranians are on record as having killed an infant. Therefore al dogs can be assumed to be potentia killers of humans. The CNN
poll is going to be very important worldwide, as politicians and lawmakers are going to take their guidance fromit asthey attempt to

satisfy public opinion.

Hereishow it goes, folks. You can vote as many times as you want. Y ou had better believe that some of the ethical treatment” jerks
are going to be voting many, many, many times. Sincethey are a powerful political movement they may aready have cuomputerized
didersat work. When you open up http://www.cnn.com you will find the voting block aimost all of the way down the page on the
right side. Neither circleis darkened (yes/no). Click on 'no’ and you will seethe poll results. Close that page. Get out of cnn.com site.
Come back into it and repeat the voting process again. Doing thiswill allow you to vote as many times as you wish. Someone on the
other sideisdoing this- | have been watching the numbers. Every dog person should vote. Feel freeto share thisemail post with every-

one you know who might vote.
John Cargill PUNISH THE DEED, NOT THE BREED"
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

NEL
REVN & JULENE ey

Back in the 70's, late 70's that is; | was living in Provo. | was single, pretty carefree, living in ahouse having tried all the
crazy stuff that young folksdo. | had an aquarium and a cockatiel. | visited the pet shop there in Provo regularly. | saw the
most endearing little tricolored collie puppy. | loved her the very second | laid ey€'s on her. He wanted 300.00 for her. |
didn't haveit, but, | did have patience. As | visited there and watched her grow for afew more weeks...right out of the little
window pen...it became apparent that her price was coming down. | offered the owner the $35 bucks in my pocket and my
continued business. To my surprise, hetook it! | took her home, loved my dear Molly collie till she died as an old lady.
Prior to her loss, | decided | wanted yes...no groaning please...a miniature collie!

Thus began the saga of the sheltie world at my house. The first sheltie | had, Nabbie Ann waskilled by a car who literally
ran up onto my grassto cut the corner. She waskilled instantly. | was devastated but decided to find another. Having an-
swered an ad, | interviewed a couple of breeders. | decided that the color bi-black sounded quite intriguing. | went home
with Hopi Ann wrapped in abrand new receiving blanket. She was spoiled and loved till she succumbed to liver and kid-
ney failure last year.

| decided to call my kennel name Sdltaire as | often caught the salty breezes off the Great Salt Lake living in the far side of
West Valley City. Hopi was my beginning to the show world. With my wonderful friend and mentor Cheryl Sorensen's
help, | was guided into thoughtful responsible breeding and began showing my Harley James. He was so closeto my heart,
the thought of someone actually judging him offended me heartily! Harley James became a champion of my heart and |
moved on to put points on other dogs such as Sadie Jane who retired with 5 points, her son Presley Aaron who became my
first homebred champion, and Gunny who wasretired with 9 points after becoming inexplicably sterile. He retired the un-
disputed Reserveking | think! | am getting ready to start again with my puppy Sdltaire Guilty Pleasures "Gil" and hope for
wonderful thingsfor him.

I remember many people in the club joining together for picnics before we decided to be a club. We &l had some wonder-
ful times at seminars and all the informal get togethers that brought us al together. | along with those good folk put the
club together with somevery big hopes Right from the beginning we wanted the Nationals here. Careful of what you wish

for they say?

Along the years, |'ve made many friends across the country, made some colossa mis-
takes, had somewonderful times at shows, made a fool of myself at times, cried when | g
was touched with sadness, married a man who was resigned from the start to love me
AND my dogs. (Trust me most of them love him more than me) | have been furious,
ecstatic, depressed, excited, hopeful, proud, embarrassed. | have loved and have been
loved. Gosh, seems like | havelived life thanks to my dogs and my family and friends
to the fullest. I'm not finished, but when | am, | can rest knowing that while | may have
missed seeing Acapulco, or Paris, having spent all the money on dog shows or horses
(maybe | will go see someday, but that would require getting on aplane for along
time, or aboat for along time...no thanks) | didn't waste my life. | know I'm a better




Hi everyone,

It was brought to my attention that the board of ASSA will a their meeting just prior to the nationa again bring up the issue of
splitting the eastern zoneinto 2 zones for purposes of hosting the nationd. Thiswould bring the national only once every 4 years
rather than 3 to the western region. In the wake of 9/11, it is becoming more and more difficult and expensive to ship dogs to the
national, thus making it imperative for many of usto driveto the national. With 2 our of every 4 nationals on the east coast, half of
all the nationalswould basically be out of reach for almost everyoneto drive. | am trying to gather as many emails as possible sup-
porting aletter to the board urging them to reject any proposa to split the eastern region. There will also be aletter availableto
sign at the Nor Cal specidty. Our western representative on the board, Patty Skinner, will present these at the board meeting. If you
want to keep the nationa inthe west every 3 years, please take the timeto reply to thisemail, | will print them all out and present
them to Patty for the board to consider.

thank you, yvonne samuelson

If you would liketo respond to our ASSAregional Director, in Utah, thiswould be Patricia Skinner.

Her email is carlrs@concentric.net Her snail mail addressis 3921 Donner Trl, Placerville, CA 95667

Please make an effort to respond to this, Even if you are not an ASSA member, to have a say in this effort before the next ASSA
board meeting which will be held at Nationalsin Shreveport, LAin March.

Thank you,

Julene

The AKC Regionaswill be held at the Golden Spike Events Center July 12th through July 14th, 2002. The buildings that will be used
are the Exhibition hall (Obedience), The Golden Spike Arena (Inside Agility), The herding arena (Outside Agility), and the courtyard
grass.

Schedule of events will be:
July 12th (Friday) Tracking - TD level Canine Good Citizen (CGC) testing

July 13th (Saturday): Obedience - Novice, Open, Utility, and OTch (2 Ringsinside the Exhibition hal, 2 outside on grass in the court-
yard).

Aqgility - Excellent Std and Excellent IWW (Golden Spike Arena (inside), and the Herding Arena (Outside).

July 14th (Sunday): Obedience - Novice, Open, Utility, and OTch (2 Ringsinside the Exhibition hall, 2 outside on grassin the court-
yard).

Agility - Excellent Std and Excellent WW (Golden Spike Arena (inside), and the Herding Arena (Outside). Agility Team Relay.

OBEDIENCE ELIGIBILITY: Asof the closing date for entries:

Novice: Must have a CD, but not aCDX

Open: Must haveaCDX, but not aUD

Utility: Must have a UD, but not an OTCH

OTCH: Must have an OTCH (al exercises from Open and Utility Classes will be used.)

OBEDIENCE LIMITS: Obedience entries are limited to 70 Novice, 60 Open, 50 Utility and 50 OTCH.

AGILITY ELIGIBILITY: Asof theclosing date for entries: &#8727;Dogs must be eligible for either the Excellent A or the Excellent
B
classin both Standard Agility and Jumpers With Weaves Agility.

Thereisaso asocia and dinner planned.

There are many more detailswhich | will attempt to post. We will need help putting this on. For more details and to view the premium
for the Perry Georgia Regional to be held Apr 26-28 at http://www.akc.org/dic/events/compeventstourn.cfm

Mel Stanley




The AKC Western Regional Companion Dog Events are coming to the Golden Spike Events Center in Ogden
Utah July 12, 2002. | alked with Pat Krause this morning and it is very exciting. We will need help with
stewarding and other jobs, and you will be allowed to be entered and also help. Thisisagreat tribute to the fine
facilities at Golden Spike and our willingness to help with events.

Golden Spike Facilities to be used:

Exhibition Hall for Indoor Obedience. This is the building where Obedience/Confirmation shows have been
held in the past. Courtyard lawn for Outdoor Obedience. Golden Spike Arenafor Indoor Agility. Herding
Arenafor outdoor Agility. Courtyard for Social Event

Schedule of Events:

Friday, July 12th Saturday, July 13th Sunday, July 14th
Tracking & Canine Good Citizen (CGC) Test Obedience -Novice Obedience-Novice
Obedience -Open Obedience-Open
Obedience -Utility Obedience-Utility
Obedience -OTCH Obedience-OTCH
Agility - Excellent Std Agility—Excellent
Std Agility - Excellent IWW

Agility—Excellent IWW
Agility—Team Relay

Obedience Eligibility: As of the closing date for entries:

Novice: Must have a CD, but not a CDX

Open: Must have a CDX, but not aUD

Utility: Must have aUD, but not an OTCH

OTCH: Must have an OTCH (all exercises from Open and Utility Classes will be used.)

Obedience Limits. Obedience entries are limited to 70 Novice, 60 Open, 50 Utility and 50 OTCH.

Agility Eligibility:
Dogs must be eligible for either the Excellent A or the Excellent B class in both Standard Agility and Jumpers
With Weaves Agility.Agility Limits. Agility entries are unlimited.

Tracking Eligibility: Asof the closing date for entries:

Dog must have earned at least a Versatile Companion Dog 1 (VCD1) title as of the closing date of entries; Only
dogs that are entered in both Obedience and Agility will be eligible to enter the Tracking test; If there are more
entries than tracks, adraw will be conducted after

the closing date. Tracking Limits. Tracking entrieswill be limited as space allows.

Canine Good Citizen Eligibility: Only those participants who submit a completed CGC Test entry form with the
associated entry fee, prior to the closing date for entries, will be eligible to participate. Entries must be
accompanied with aveterinarian certified copy of the dog's vaccination and rabies records. A Canine Good
Citizen test will be held on Friday, July12th.Canine Good Citizen Limits: The Canine good Citizen Test will be
unlimited.

Tournament Venues:
Individual and Team competition will be offered for both Obedience and Agility. SCORES WILL NOT
COUNT TOWARD ANY AKC TITLES.

Rulesfor Individua Competition:



Obedience:

Obedience classes offered will be Novice, Open, Utility and OTCH. (OTCH will consist of Open exercises one
day and Utility exercises

the other day.)

Agility:

Inindividual Agility competition, dogs achieving a score of 100 in both the Standard and the IWW class on the
same day will automatically qualify for the AKC Agility National Championship of that calendar year. (Thisis,
however, providing the dog is eligible to compete in the Excellent B Standard and JWW classes by the closing
date for the AKC Agility National Championship). Rules for individual competition will be held according to
the AKC Regulations for Agility Trials. Each day there will be both Standard and Jumpers With Weaves
Excellent level Agility classes.



Tracking:
The Tracking test (TD) will be run according to AKC Tracking Regulations and dogs will receive apass or fail.

Canine Good Citizen:
The CGC Test will be run according to the AKC Canine Good Citizen Program, Participants Handbook, and dogs will receive a pass
or fail.

Rules for team Competition:

A team must complete the Team Entry Form, which isincluded in this premium list. All team members must mail their entry to-
gether in one envelope, along with the Team Entry Form signed by an officer of the club. A club may be represented by more than
one team. Each team must fill out a separate Team Entry Form.

Obedience:

Teamswill be made up of one (1) or two (2) dogs per class. The best score for an exercise will beused as the team score for that ex-
ercise. A club may be represented by as few asfour (4) dogs, or asmany as eight (8) dogs. A perfect Team Score will be 1600 points
(200 pointsin each class).

Agility:

Teams are made up of two (2) dogs. The dogs may bein different jump heightsin Agility (example: a12" high jumping dog may be
eamed with a24" high jumping dog) or may be from the same jump height class (example: a 16" high jumping dog may be teamed
with another 16" high jumping dog). Excellent A dogs may be teamed with Excellent B

dogs. For individuals wishing to enter the Agility team competition, but do not have a partner, teamswill be drawn at random and as
many teamswill be paired as possible after entries close. On Saturday, scores will be counted from each individua round (2 rounds
per dog). These four scores will be combined to determine ateam Agility score for Saturday. On Sunday the two-dog team will run a
relay class asthethird and fina classin the team competition. That score will be added to the two-dog team score from Saturday to
determine winners of the Agility

Team Competition. Therelay course will be split, wherein each team member runs a segment of the course. A course may include dl
of the obstacles, other than the table, which may be used as a start, finish or baton exchange point.

Obedience/Agility Combi ned teams:
Obedience/ Agility combined teams will consist of one Obedience team and one Agility team representing the same club. A dog may
be on either the Obedience team, the Agility team, or both. A club officer must sign the team entry form.

| extracted the above from the Perry, Georgia Companion Events Tournament (whichisthe 1st onein 2002) premium at
http://www.akc.org/di c/events/compeventstourn.cfm

Y ou should consult that premium for absolute accuracy.

Volunteers Welcome to E-Mail me at MelvinStanley@Mail.Weber.Edu

Thanks
Mel Stanley




